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Cost vs Tuition Fee in Distance Education: An Empirical Study of

Hunan Radio and Television University

Huang Xinbin

Analyzing cost components of distance education (DE) and the relationship between cost and tuition
fee may provide theoretical underpinnings for DE institutions to control cost and set appropriate tuition lev-
els. Drawing upon the 2002- 2005 annual financial reports from Hunan Radio and Television University as
well as four of its metropolitan branches, a study was administered to research the relationship between
cost and tuition fee in DE. Findings from the study show that tuition revenue plays a key role in covering
the increasing cost of DE unless the government increases its investment in the sector. In other words, tu-
ition revenue ensures the sustainable development of DE given that government funding alone cannot sup-
port the effective operation of DE institutions. It is, therefore, argued that controlling cost may contribute to
the better use of tuition revenue, hence better development.

Keywords: distance education; cost; tuition revenue

Factors Affecting Learning Motivational Intensity of Distance
English Learners: A Narrative Inquiry

Gong Rong

Motivational intensity (learning effort) plays a central role in distance English learning. Based on the
expectancy- value theory and previous research findings, the study conducts a narrative inquiry into the
learning and work experience of three distance English learners. Research results show that individual moti-
vational intensity is a co- function of three factors - motivation orientations, success expectancy and task
value; that different motivational orientations produce different value judgments; and that individuals’ success
expectancy and motivation orientations are subject to the influence of self- perceptions of learning ability
and learning process, which in turn are formed by various contextual factors, including English instruction
experience, teacher- student relationship and work experiences.

Keywords: narrative inquiry; motivational intensity; motivational orientation; success expectancy

Course- related Learning Support n the Web 2.0 Environment

Qi Wenxin, Du Ruo, Li Zhe and Wang Guowei

Web 2.0 technologies make it possible to deliver online learning support to distance learners more ef-
fectively and efficiently. This article introduces a Multiple- layered Learning Support Model (MLSM), including
its construction and features. It is argued that learning support should be informed by learner characteristics

and course learning objectives as well as be proactive and moderately structured in nature. Learning sup-
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